[Your name
Your address]


[Elected representative name
Municipality of ( )
Address]
[Date]

Dear [elected representative name],
I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed abandonment of nuclear waste in Northwestern Ontario. I am hoping you will oppose this as well.

The Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) has been searching for a burial location for all of Canada’s high-level nuclear waste since 2010, and they have now come down to just two candidate sites, including one 42 km west of Ignace, Ontario (between Ignace and Dryden).

The NWMO is a group of nuclear power companies, with a stake in continued nuclear power production. “Solutions” they propose for the resulting deadly waste must be seen in this light. 

Their plan is to ship all of Canada’s high-level nuclear waste to one location and bury it.  An estimated 100,000 tonnes of highly radioactive fuel waste from nuclear reactors in Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick could be trucked thousands of kilometres to the site, repackaged (with associated risks), and then placed underground. The transportation would be daily for forty years. 

According to the NWMO, the local community will have to consent to the project - but there is a fundamental problem with this: the NWMO has still not said how “consent” will be measured. Many expect that there will be a referendum, but the NWMO has not committed to this, and they may proceed with something as simple (for them) as a local council resolution or a local telephone poll – ignoring all the other stakeholders along the transportation route, and in the affected watersheds.
There has never been an operating deep geological repository for high-level nuclear fuel waste anywhere in the world. Thus, the proposed repository is experimental. Experts tell us that the materials of the casks, and the underground chamber itself, cannot possibly last for the hundreds of thousands of years this waste will remain dangerous. The stakes are far too high to expose the pristine environment of Northwestern Ontario, its watersheds which reach to Hudson Bay, and its residents to such an experiment.
All of us must learn about this plan from unbiased, reliable sources, educate ourselves about the risks, and speak up. I urge you to inform yourself on the proposed nuclear waste abandonment, and oppose it on behalf of your concerned constituents.
Yours sincerely,


[Your signature, or type your name]
