
NOW OR NEVER: 
PREPARING COMMENTS FOR THE 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF NWMO’S 

NUCLEAR WASTE PROJECT 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28TH



SESSION OVERVIEW

• WHERE WE ARE: BRIEF RECAP OF PROJECT AND

PROCESS

• APPLYING THE IMPACT ASSESSMENT ACT TO THE

REVIEW OF NWMO’S PROJECT DESCRIPTION

• ISSUES AND CONCERNS TO RAISE IN YOUR

COMMENTS

• HIGHLIGHTING PUBLIC COMMENTS POSTED ON

THE IAAC REGISTRY

• KEY MESSAGES

• Q AND A



A FEDERAL REVIEW OF ONE OF THE LARGEST

PROJECTS IN CANADIAN HISTORY COMMENCED

ON JANUARY 5TH, AND THE PUBLIC HAS JUST 30 
DAYS TO COMPLETE AN INITIAL REVIEW. THE

COMMENT PERIOD ON THE NUCLEAR WASTE

MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION’S DESCRIPTION OF

THEIR PROJECT WAS ANNOUNCED ON THE FEDERAL

IMPACT ASSESSMENT AGENCY’S WEBSITE ON

JANUARY 5TH, LAUNCHING THE 30-DAY PUBLIC

COMMENT PERIOD WHICH WILL CLOSE ON

FEBRUARY 4TH.



The Nuclear Waste Management 
Organization’s plan to transport, process and 
bury all of Canada’s nuclear fuel waste at a 
site between Ignace and Dryden in 
northwestern Ontario will include 50 years of 
transporting highly radioactive waste with 
average transportation distances of 1,800 km 
per trip (1,700 from Ontario reactors). 



The 160 years of operation will place 
150,000 tonnes of the radioactive waste 
underground in the headwaters of the 
Wabigoon and Turtle-Rainy River 
watersheds.



THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS IS MULTI-STEP.



Phase 4:
Decision

Phase 3:
Impact 
Assessment

Phase 2:
Impact 
Statement

Phase 1: 
Planning

The Governor in 
Council determines if 
the project should 
move forward. If the 
project can move 
forward, the Minister 
issues the Decision 
Statement with 
conditions (if any) 
which are posted on 
the Registry.

The review panel 
conducts its analysis by 
considering potential 
environmental, health, 
social and economic 
impacts of proposed 
projects, including 
benefits, based on the 
Impact Statement. The 
potential impacts on 
Indigenous Peoples and 
their rights are also 
assessed.

Engagement activities 
with the public, 
Indigenous Peoples, and 
federal authorities 
continue. The panel holds 
a public hearing. The 
panel prepares its impact 
assessment report and 
submits it to the Minister. 
The report is posted on the 
Registry.

The proponent develops 
its Impact Statement. 
IAAC and the lifecycle 
regulator develop the 
panel’s terms of 
reference. IAAC 
appoints the 
chairperson and panel 
members.

IAAC and the lifecycle 
regulator, along with 
the public and 
Indigenous Peoples, 
review the proponent’s 
Impact Statement that 
is posted on the Registry 
The proponent 
addresses concerns or 
missing information. 
IAAC ensures that all 
required information has 
been provided and 
posted to the Registry.

The proponent presents its 
Initial Project Description. 
Formal engagement 
activities with the public 
and Indigenous Peoples 
begin. All documents, 
including the ability to 
comment, are available 
on the Canadian Impact 
Assessment Registry 
(Registry).

In this phase IAAC issues 
Tailored Impact Statement 
Guidelines and other plans 
to the proponent, outlining 
the information and studies 
required to develop and 
Impact Statement. The 
Minister refers the 
assessment to an 
integrated review panel.



PLANNING PHASE
Public RolePlanning  Phase Activity

30-day comment period, deadline is 
February 4th

Initial Project Description Review 
and Comment

30-day notice,  deadline is February 
4th,  will fund  IPD review 
“retroactively”

Participant Funding Application

Public Comment not invited, but 
registry is open and comments should 
be posted

Agency “Summary of Issues”

Public Comment not invited,  registry 
is open and comments should be 
posted

NWMO Response to Summary of 
Issues

Public Comment invited; anticipated  
comment period of 30 days

Draft Impact Statement 
Guidelines

Public Comment invited; est. 30 daysPublic Participation Plan

Public Comment invited; est. 30 daysPermitting Plan

Public comment not invited,  registry is 
open

Cooperation Plan

Comment invited from Indigenous 
people and organizations

Indigenous Engagement & 
Partnership Plan



APPLYING THE IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
ACT TO  THE REVIEW OF NWMO’S 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

RICK LINDGREN, STAFF LAWYER

CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION



INITIAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION

92-page summary, 266-page IPD in 
1,233-page  document

Issues and 
concerns 
to raise in 
your 
comments



“WHY THE PROJECT IS NEEDED” (PAGE V)

“IF IMPLEMENTED, THE PROJECT WOULD:

• PROVIDE A PERMANENT AND SAFE DISPOSAL SOLUTION FOR USED

NUCLEAR FUEL

• SUPPORT CANADA’S COMMITMENTS TO CLIMATE ACTION AND

ACHIEVING NET-ZERO BY 2050 BY ENSURING NUCLEAR ENERGY

REMAINS A SUSTAINABLE AND SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE ENERGY

SOURCE

• ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS TO ACTIVELY

MANAGE USED NUCLEAR FUEL, THEREBY REDUCING LONG-TERM

ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS AND ADVANCING INTERGENERATIONAL

EQUITY IN MANAGING CANADA’S NUCLEAR LEGACY”



ISSUES AND CONCERNS TO RAISE IN YOUR COMMENTS

• TRANSPORTATION
• LONG-TERM SAFETY

• EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND EVACUATION PLANS

• ACCIDENTS

• MALEVOLENT ACTS / SECURITY

• HEALTH / WORKER AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH

• PROJECT ACTIVITIES

• TRANSPORTATION

• USE FUEL PACKAGING PLANT (LACKS A COMPLETE OR EVEN
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION)

• CONCURRENT PLACEMENT OF WASTES IN UNDERGROUND CHAMBERS
WHILE CONSTRUCTION IS ONGOING

• MONITORING THROUGH OPERATIONAL, CLOSURE AND POST
CLOSURE STAGES
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ISSUES AND CONCERNS TO RAISE IN YOUR COMMENTS

• ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROJECT (E.G. CONTINUED ON-SITE
STORAGE)

• ALTERNATIVE MEANS; ASSESSMENT IS INADEQUATE OR MISSING; 
EXAMPLES INCLUDE

• RAMPS VERSUS SHAFTS

• TRANSPORTATION IN USED FUEL CONTAINERS INSTEAD OF IN
TRANSPORTATION CONTAINERS

• MINING METHODS, FOR EXAMPLE TO MINIMIZE
EXCAVATION DAMAGE ZONES (VERSUS STANDARD MINING
TECHNIQUES)

• REPOSITORY LAYOUT

• WASTE EMPLACEMENT (IN ROOM VS IN-FLOOR)

• USED FUEL CONTAINER DESIGN
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ISSUES AND CONCERNS TO RAISE IN YOUR COMMENTS

• WATER “MANAGEMENT” OMITS KEY ISSUES, INCLUDING:

• PUMPING OF GROUNDWATER FROM THE UNDERGROUND (VOLUMES, 
CONTAMINATION, STORAGE, TREATMENT, RELEASE)

• WATERS FROM THE USED FUEL PACKAGING PLANT (VOLUMES, 
CONTAMINATION, STORAGE, TREATMENT, RELEASE)

• CLIMATE CONSIDERATIONS AND ESTIMATES OF CLIMATE IMPACTS

• POTENTIAL EFFECTS SECTION IS INADEQUATE

• RADIOACTIVITY AND ESTIMATES OF RADIOACTIVE RELEASES FROM
VARIOUS PROJECT ACTIVITIES OVER VARIOUS TIME FRAMES AND
ASSESSING THOSE EFFECTS (LARGELY JUST IGNORED)

• COMMUNITY PROFILES: DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT, TRANSPORTATION AND
DOWNSTREAM COMMUNITIES LARGELY EXCLUDED

• SEQUENCING OF THE APPROVALS/LICENSES
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KEY MESSAGES 
• PROJECT MUST BE DESIGNATED FOR A FULL IMPACT

ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING

• TRANSPORTATION MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE IMPACT

ASSESSMENT

• A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF ALTERNATIVES TO THE

PROJECT AND ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF CARRYING

OUT THE PROJECT MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE IMPACT

ASSESSMENT

• DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION IS REQUIRED TO

ADDRESS GAPS AND SHORTCOMINGS IN THE INITIAL

PROJECT DESCRIPTION



HIGHLIGHTING PUBLIC COMMENTS 
ON THE NWMO’S INITIAL PROJECT 

DESCRIPTION 

WENDY O’CONNOR

NUCLEAR FREE THUNDER BAY / WTNFN



Examples of comments to the Impact Assessment
Many are highlighting the need to examine transportation, and to 
conduct a full assessment process with a public hearing



Examples of comments to the Impact Assessment
Many are highlighting the need to examine transportation, and to 
conduct a full assessment process with a public hearing



Examples of comments to the Impact Assessment
Comments by municipalities can be 
compact – these are very helpful!



Examples of comments to the Impact Assessment
If you live or work in a watershed or transportation area, or 
close to the proposed site, your comments are very important



Examples of comments to the Impact Assessment
Highlight personal concerns, reactions, emotional impact

These comments relate to social 
safety, social acceptance and 
community well-being.



Examples of comments to the Impact Assessment
Highlight personal concerns, reactions, emotional impact



Examples of comments to the Impact Assessment
Highlight general opposition



Examples of comments to the Impact Assessment
If your submission is long, or you wish to submit 
documents, you can email your submission to 
nuclearwaste-dechetsnucleaires@iaac-aeic.gc.ca

You may also make multiple submissions



Q & A SESSION

• PLEASE LIMIT YOUR QUESTIONS TO QUESTIONS, NOT

COMMENTS (USE THE “CHAT” FOR COMMENTS)

• PLEASE KEEP YOUR QUESTIONS (AND ANSWERS, 
PANELISTS!) SHORT AND TO THE POINT; IF YOU HAVE MORE

THAN ONE QUESTION, ENTER EACH QUESTION SEPARATELY

• PLEASE KEEP YOUR QUESTIONS RESPECTFUL AND ON TOPIC

• USE THE “UPVOTE” OPTION TO HELP PUSH THE QUESTIONS

OF HIGH INTEREST TO THE TOP OF THE LIST

• SEND ANY ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS TO AFTER THE SESSION; 
NUCLEARFREENORTH@GMAIL.COM AND WE’LL DO OUR

BEST TO GET BACK TO YOU



KEY MESSAGES 
• PROJECT MUST BE DESIGNATED FOR A FULL IMPACT

ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING

• TRANSPORTATION MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE IMPACT

ASSESSMENT

• A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF ALTERNATIVES TO THE

PROJECT AND ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF CARRYING

OUT THE PROJECT MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE IMPACT

ASSESSMENT

• DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION IS REQUIRED TO

ADDRESS GAPS AND SHORTCOMINGS IN THE INITIAL

PROJECT DESCRIPTION



www.KnowNuclearWaste.ca www.northwatch.org

www.wethenuclearfreenorth.ca

Tel 1 855 225 8055 (toll free)

GOOGLE “IAAC DGR NWMO”
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/88774?culture=en-CA



https://iaac-
aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/89802

FEBRUARY 11 
DEADLINE TO 
COMMENT ON 
INITIAL PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION 
FOR “NEW  
NUCLEAR” IN 
PORT HOPE


